THE GOVERNMENT OF EASTERN GERMANY

owned Handels Organisationen as a monopolistic buyers* organi-
zation has whittled down the importance of the free market.

There are also other ways to control the peasants. At first
Mutual Peasant Aid Associations were set up to prevent the
re-establishment of the traditional social patterns in German
agriculture. To some extent, however, the large farmowners
were able to make their weight felt in the organizations because
the small peasants had to rely on the large farmowners for their
superior technical skills and their control of the equipment.
Therefore, the Communists gave high priority to establishing
the tractor stations as instrument of social and political control
of the countryside.

These tractor stations have been used to control and influence
the peasants, particularly the small peasants. In addition to
furnishing agricultural equipment, these stations act as cultural
centers, which in the language of this kind of manipulated so-
ciety means a supervisory center. The number of tractors in the
five hundred stations of eastern Germany has been greatly in-
creased in recent months. Before the spring of 1949 the Soviet
Union had delivered about a thousand tractors for the use of
these stations. At the end of 1950 the eastern zone government
expects to have ten thousand tractors at their disposal* These
stations are centrally controlled by a special administrative
unit in the agricultural administration.

There are a number of reasons why the government has not
instituted more collectivization. The above production controls
have been developed to such an extent that the property titles
of the farms have but little meaning. Differential delivery
quotas allow the government to squeeze the 60,000 big farm-
owners, although they are being spared temporarily because
they are vital for production and because there are not enough
new agricultural administrators to take their place. Finally, the
government does not want to alienate the small peasants, who
are strongly opposed to collectivization of their farms.

This manipulated society needs a huge bureaucracy. There
are no recent civil servant figures available from eastern Ger-
many, but, even if they were available, they would have fittfe
meaning. In contrast to western Germany special civil service